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WHAT WOULD
YOU GET OUT OF
BEING A FRIEND?

• Priority booking at the Summer Theatres – before the
public box office opens

• Special Friends-only ticket offers

• Three newsletters a year, packed with inside
information on the Summer Season, the Company and
Friends’ events

• The chance to participate in social and fundraising
events—like our meet-the-actors summer garden party,
our Show-biz Quiz, our annual grand prize draw and our
summer fete on Southwold Common.

• Get involved as much or as little as you wish.  Many
Friends help with publicising the Summer Theatre shows
by distributing programme cards in their area.  Others
help to run stalls at our fete, stuff envelopes, deliver
newsletters.  Nothing too demanding but usually
delightfully sociable – and always immensely satisfying.

HER PASSION - STEP
BY STEP!

“E
verything’s beautiful at the ballet” or so the song  from the musical
A Chorus Line would have you believe, but this thought has set Sidi
on the road of exploration of the art of ballet, step by step, and her

own passion for it since she was a little girl.

Sidi is convinced there is dance in everyone, we all tap our feet in time to music
and almost  every  little  girl convinces her adoring parents that they
are born to dance. Whatever happens to all that talent, in most cases,
we’ll never know!

Sidi’s talk at the Festival will cover the history of the art form which,
from its origins in Ancient Egypt, has existed in some form or another
and with varying degrees of sophistication for well over two thousand
years. She also looks at how dance training throughout the various
civilisations which contributed to this epic journey of artistic evolution
eventually led to the birth of modern day ballet.

Sidi Scott will be sharing this passion for dance with anecdotes from
her long career at 3.00 p.m. on Monday 26th June in St. Edmund's
Hall.

Details on how to book and more news about this year’s Festival are on page 8.

Happy Birthday
90 years young!

Jill
Our friend, colleague and founder and
erstwhile joint artistic director of our
Summer Theatres celebrated her
milestone in April.
The Trustees, Officers and Members of
FESPA wish  hearty
congratulations and many happy returns
on this momentous occasion.

This year’s

takes place on Sunday 23rd July at
The William Godell Sports Pavilion on Southwold Common

There are so many ways to help – just turn to page 7 for more
information.

Please ensure you sell all the Grand Draw tickets enclosed in the mailing
of this issue.
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A
most enjoyable and informative AGM took place on the

evening of March 31st with nearly 50 Friends gathering in the
Godell Pavilion on Southwold Common.

Sidi presented her 11th report and was pleased to note a successful
year for the Friends.  The Theatre Fête on Southwold Common
benefited from glorious weather - especially compared to the previous
couple of years  - and the overall profit was accordingly excellent.
The Quiz Night in January was another great success and is proving
a very good way for us all to keep in touch during the winter months.
It would be good if a similar occasion could be inaugurated for those
Friends living closer to Aldeburgh.
Sidi also praised David Bunkell for his huge knowledge which enabled
the FESPA Bursary scheme to operate so successfully with a total of
£43,000 having been allocated to successful candidates since the
scheme began in 2008.  She also noted that over the same period,
the charity has been able to subsidise the Suffolk Summer Theatres
to the tune of £105,000.

The membership has dipped slightly, but happily much of the
membership income decline has been offset by an increase in
members’ donations of £800.  We once again received a generous
donation of £500 from HSBC in recognition of charity work by their
staff – namely Margaret Tabor, our Membership Secretary.

The Summer Fête, which is our main fundraising event, with the help
of the Fête Draw, produced a net income of £4,700 – a significant
increase on last year’s event which badly suffered from rain.

Peter also proposed a vote of thanks to both Sidi and Jane Ackroyd
for all their work in organising another wonderful Quiz which
boosted funds by £750 – again up on the inaugural event the previous
year.

Peter noted fewer Bursary applications last year – accordingly the

grants dispersed totalled less than previous years.  However, 4 out of
the 5 applications were successful. A report from David Bunkell was
circulated which reminded us that anybody aware of possible
applicants for the 2017 awards should encourage them to contact
David.

We have now received a total of £19,000 in Gift Aid - so thank you
to all members who have elected for this.

Thanks to Jack Storer for auditing the accounts and the meeting was
pleased to elect Jack as auditor for the current year.

Sue Taylor thanked all those who had volunteered their help to make
the 2016 event so successful and called on all members to give all the
help they can this year - help can take many forms and is not always
physical!
This year, we are aiming for more of a ‘Garden Party’ theme and, as
always, substantial raffle prizes are welcome

Barry Tolfree was elected to the vacant Trustee position.
Sidi Scott was re-appointed as Chairman for a further year  Jane
Ackroyd was elected as Vice Chairman. Peter Gibbs was re-elected as
Treasurer although Peter indicated that this is the final year he will
be standing for this post.

Our President, Margaret Chadd, MBE, presented Mark Sterling, the
Summer Theatres’ Artistic Director, with a cheque which brought
FESPA’s subsidy for this year’s programme to £10,000. In addition,
a further contribution of £1,147 was given to enable renovation of
the external canopy roof at Aldeburgh’s Jubilee Hall which has done
sterling work without needing attention since 2002!
Mark then gave those assembled a most interesting and amusing
introduction to the acting company and directors for this Summer’s
season. His presentation can be read on Page 4 of this issue.

Another Successful Year

For those of you who’ve forgotten to renew your subscription …
… you’ll find a yellow subscription reminder form included with your copy of this issue indicating that we haven’t  yet

received your membership renewal fee for 2017.

Hopefully, that’s just an oversight on your part - it’s easy to put to one side and forget. So, whilst it’s fresh in your mind,
please act quickly to ensure you continue to receive FESPA News and to enjoy the benefits of membership including early-

bird booking and concessionary ticket prices for the Suffolk Summer Theatres.

Don’t forget to elect for Gift Aid if you have not already done so.

“The arts are not a luxury. They are as crucial to our well-being, to our very existence, as eating and breathing. Access to
them should not be restricted to a privileged few. Nor are they the playground of the intelligentsia. The arts are for

everyone – and failure to include everyone diminishes us all.”
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“There is a strange pecking order among actors. Theatre actors look down on film actors, who look down on TV actors.
Thank God for reality shows, or we wouldn't have anybody to look down on.”

… for the informal half of the AGM was .  Will took up the
new rôle of Head Of Young Persons and Outreach at
Lowestoft’s Marina Theatre as recently as last October
but has clearly already had a big impact since then
reflecting the Marina’s new approach to nurturing
young talent.

Having initially set out on the academic road to being
an actor, Will described to us the eureka moment when
working in a circus school in Portugal, he realised his
forté was actually teaching and facilitating rather than
being in the spotlight himself. Having then spent eight
years working in theatres in Bury St. Edmunds and
Cambridge and, latterly, in the Seagull Theatre, he has
now been given a wide brief by the Marina to allow young people to

try something different.  In Will’s own words: “I want to make young
people aware of things I wasn’t aware of; lighting, set design, front

of house, marketing, costume, etc.”

In addition to the new Youth Theatre featured in the
last issue of FESPA News, Will, together with his
colleague Abby Hall, are employing a wide range of
other initiatives. These range from working in schools
to encourage groups of students to “come out of their
shells” to providing opportunities for the older
generation to also try something new like riding a
unicycle or juggling.  “It’s all to do with confidence.”

Will’s aim is clear - he wants to give everybody the
opportunity to say “What I do does good – what I do
has value”.

Following this fascinating presentation by Will Isgrove, our chairman, , presented Will with a cheque as a
donation towards the work the Marina Theatre is undertaking to introduce young people to all aspects of theatre life.

Our FESPA Treasurer Trustee, , is standing down
from the position after 12 years (in Peter’s own words: “How
time flies!”).  Thank you, Peter, on behalf of all the Friends, for
your immense contribution over that time.

So we need someone to step up and take over this important –
but by no means onerous – trustee position. The rôle is an
enjoyable one; fellow trustees are very affable which makes
meetings and fund raising an enjoyable experience.  It  primarily
comprises:

● Reporting to the Trustees’ meetings about six times per
year

● Submitting Gift Aid claims

● Preparing the annual accounts. If you have seen any of
these, you will have noticed that it is not too complicated.

The membership subscriptions are collected and banked by our
Subscriptions Secretary who also kindly deals with the Fête
receipts.

If you are interested, please call Peter on 01502 723390 for
more details.  Peter isn’t going anywhere and will be around to
give lots of help, instruction and back-up for whoever takes over.
Handover can be at the next AGM in March 2018 or before as
convenient.

ory Cobb is no stranger
to the Suffolk Summer
Theatres.

Having lived locally for many
years, Tory originally joined as
an Assistant Stage Manager for
the Jill Freud Company eight
years ago.  She returned to
Southwold and Aldeburgh in
the same capacity for the
following 4 years in between
studying Technical Theatre in
Norwich; then three years ago
she moved from stage
management into the set
design team where she was

mentored and encouraged by our old friend, .
Having spent a large proportion of those three years as scenic
artist, Mark & Maurice elevated Tory to designer for one play,

 during Maurice’s swansong season in 2016.
But this year, she has all five to excite us all with her designs.
She has been working on the 2017 programme since January and
begins realising her creations in the paintshop from early June.
In between the two seasons she has not been idle having joined
the Art Department of the production company shooting
Netflix’s BAFTA TV Award-nominated blockbuster, ,
in the legendary Elstree Studios in Borehamwood.
And as if that is not enough, Tory is also a performing musician
playing guitar in both a duo and a band in and around her current
home in Norwich.  Perhaps we can entice them to entertain us
at a FESPA social!
Asked what her philosophy is regarding working with Suffolk
Summer Theatres, Tory’s answer is simply 
I think we’d all agree with that.
FESPA wishes Tory Cobb every success in her new rôle and we
greatly look forward to seeing the fruits of her labours and
creativity during the summer season.

After a 26-year set designing dynasty ended last year, we now look
forward to a new design era at the Suffolk Summer Theatres

Welcome, Tory Cobb
FESPA News caught up with Tory as she prepares for the new

season

The Autumn issue of FESPA News will be distributed
around 

Please share your thoughts and views about this
Season’s plays, FESPA itself, this newsletter or anything

else except Brexit.
E-mail 

FESPA has additionally awarded a £500 donation to
the Sole Bay Arts C.I.O. as contribution towards

funding its new Youth Project.

Also during the AGM,  presented the cheque
to  in his capacity as Arts Centre Manager.

mailto:warwick@fespa.co.uk
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I
 am delighted to have this opportunity
to give you a bit more information about
the 2017 Summer Season, the plays and

the actors whom we have cast in them.

After trying a broader comedy as the opening
play in 2016, we have chosen another Ayckbourn
to begin this season. Communicating Doors is a
fascinating piece that I first came across about
five years ago and have been seeking the right

time to produce it. Consequently, I shall be
directing it myself. Like most Ayckbourn plays
it has a special conceit – by ‘conceit’ I mean a
special staging technique or theatrical concept:
you’ll recall the three-storey house all on the
same level in Taking Steps, for instance.
Communicating Doors is set in the  sixth floor
hotel suite of ruthless gangland boss Reece,
played by James Morley who did such a
magnificent job as Hilary in The Old Country last
year. With him is his villainous henchman Julian
played against type by perennial favourite
Michael Shaw. They are visited by Phoebe, a
rather pathetic call girl played by Melissa
Clements who was notably the girl in the red
dress in Don’t Dress For Dinner. However, the
‘special services’ Phoebe is to supply is to
witness a document written by Reece admitting
to his nefarious life and exposing Julian as the
murderer of Reece’s two wives. Julian very
quickly finds out about this and is soon chasing
Phoebe who escapes through the
Communicating Door. The conceit of the play
is that the door in question does not lead to an
adjacent suite but back to the same suite 20
years earlier. The suite now being occupied by
Ruella, Reece’s second wife; and on the very
night that Julian threw her out of the window.
This mechanism gives Phoebe the opportunity
to save Ruella’s life but how can her incredible
story be believed? As you can tell, this is a
wonderfully complicated and fascinating play
with a lot of fun and a few shocks along the
way. Ruella is played by Claire Jeater who
played the wives in both Don’t Dress… and Cash
On Delivery last year. The cast is completed by
Bob Dobson as a bewildered hotel detective,
and another favourite, Rosanna Miles, as
Reece’s first wife, Jessica. Incidentally, romance
was definitely in the air in 2016 when Bob, who
was in three of the shows, met Melissa. They
became a couple and are still together a year
later. Michael Billington said of Communicating
Doors that this, “…Ayckbourn’s 46th play
manages to take us by surprise by being a
mixture of pastiche Psycho and time-warp
comedy that optimistically suggests that, if only
we could foresee the future, we could change
it.” If only we all had that kind of optimism!

Murder Weapon is the last thriller to be written
by Brian Clemens who co-wrote the superb

Anybody For Murder produced here a couple of
years ago. It approaches the whodunit from a
rather novel angle in that we know from the
first that the hapless Charley Mirren, played
by newcomer Tom Slatter, has been caught
standing over the body of Paul (Clive Flint)
with a gun in his hand. He has been found
there by Paul’s wife Diane – played by Amy
Christina Murray – and her friend Jessica
Bligh who happens to be the local Chief
Constable. Jessica is played by Sarah Ogley
seen here last as Lady Chesterford in The
Titfield Thunderbolt. Everything seems cut and
dried – especially to Inspector Fremont, played
by Rick Savery - last seen in Southwold
dropping his towel in Out Of Order! There is
no love lost between Fremont and Bligh and
when psychiatrist Hugo – played by Joe Leat
– is brought in, Fremont’s case rapidly falls
apart. Murder Weapon is directed by Andy
Powrie who produced Cash On Delivery last
season and is now looking to do something
completely different.

This brings us on to Tom, Dick and Harry, a
collaborative effort between Michael Cooney,
who wrote last year’s hilarious Cash On
Delivery, and his father, Ray, who has written
almost every other British farce of recent
times! The eponymous brothers are to be
played by Darrell Brockis – who stepped in
at the last minute in 2016 and did such a
magnificent job of leading both Don’t Dress For
Dinner and Cash On Delivery; Rikki Lawton,
who played multiple local yokels in The Titfield
Thunderbolt, and Bob Dobson. They are
joined by Rosanna Miles as Tom’s wife Linda,
Michael Shaw as an inquisitive police officer,
and Claire Jeater as Mrs Potter, the lady
from the adoption agency. In a nutshell, Tom
and Linda want to adopt a baby and are waiting
for Mrs Potter to come to interview them.
Dick and Harry come to ‘help’. But their idea
of help turns instantly to chaos. Their hearts
are in the right place but their brains are
nowhere to be found. Before long the
household has grown by a couple of stowaway
refugees, grandfather and granddaughter,
played by James Morley and Melissa
Clements, one of whom can’t speak a word
of English! All of this with hilarious results, as
I’m sure you can imagine and will hopefully
come to see for yourselves. We are delighted

that Tom, Dick and Harry is to be directed by David Janson, a director
with a lot of experience in comedy but new to the farce that is the
summer theatre season!

Then we come to The Prisoner Of Zenda which is one of those titles that
almost everyone will have heard of and a book which almost no one
has read. Written by Anthony Hope in 1894, it tells of high intrigue in
the court of Ruritania, an imagined and romantic European country
caught between Bohemia and Austria-Hungary and in a time-warp

This year’s Summer Theatre season beckons - and who better to give Friends a
taste of what is in store than the Theatres’ Artistic Director, MARK STERLING
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between medieval and modern. I’m sure that many of you will have
seen one or other of the films which get occasional airing on Saturday
afternoon television. The 1937 jewel starring Ronald Coleman and
Madeleine Carroll, or the 1952 colour version with Stewart Granger
and Deborah Kerr. The story tells the tale of a kingdom saved by an
ordinary man. On the eve of the coronation of Rudolf the Fifth,
he is kidnapped by his wicked half-brother who hopes to have the
throne for himself. Coincidentally, an English adventurer by the
name of Rudolf Rassendyll is visiting Ruritania at the same time,
and Rassendyll looks identical to the missing king… As you can
guess, Rassendyll is persuaded to play the part of the king until
His Majesty can be rescued from the castle of Zenda but nothing
is straightforward and things are complicated further when
Rassendyll falls in love with Princess Flavia who is betrothed
to the king but doesn’t actually like him very much… Joe
Leat, whom many of you will remember fighting himself as
two characters at the end of The Thirty Nine Steps will play
the dual roles of the two Rudolfs – and I’m sure we’ll have
a lot of fun with that! Amy Christina Murray, also seen
in The Thirty Nine Steps as Pamela Edwards, is to play
Princess Flavia. Incidentally, Madeleine Carroll had also
previously played Pamela Edwards in the Hitchcock film of
The Thirty Nine Steps prior to The Prisoner Of Zenda. Joe
and Amy are joined by Clive Flint as Colonel Sapt. Clive,
like Michael Shaw, has been a stalwart of the company
for almost two decades. With them are Rick Savery
as Black Michael, Sarah Ogley as Antoinette Du
Maubin, Tom Slatter as Fritz Von Tarlenheim, and
newcomer Saul Boyer as the devilishly handsome
Rupert Of Hentzau. Saul and Joe will be engaging in
the longest, most spectacular swordfight we’ve ever
staged here, and there will be a Coronation Ball
choreographed by your very own Sidi Scott! This
will be the tenth season that Sidi and I have

collaborated.

Following the qualified success of The Thirty Nine
Steps at the Theatre Royal, Bury St. Edmunds last
summer, Peter and I are delighted that we have
been asked back again. So The Prisoner Of Zenda
will also play there for a week from the 5th of
September.

The final play of the season is another rarity. The
Man Upstairs is the last play written by Patrick
Hamilton who had become famous with Rope and
Gaslight. Having the same atmospheric intensity as
Gaslight, The Man Upstairs also has the same mood of
psychological threat and pressure-cooker menace. The
victim of all that pressure, George Longford, is to be
played by James Morley, with Michael Shaw as his
close friend, Sir Charles Waterbury. The menace comes
from Darrell Brockis as the imposing Cyrus Armstrong.
The final member of the acting company is Barbara
Horne – memorable as Bron in The Old Country – who is
to play Cyrus’s mother, the persuasive Mrs Armstrong.

My research so far shows that The Man Upstairs was
produced only once and that was in 1953 at The Grand
Theatre, Blackpool and, although it was published, has not
been performed since and is now out of print. So, weirdly,
we almost have the world premiere of a play by one of the
country’s most notable playwrights who died over half a
century ago! Phil Clark, who is to direct, relishes the task of
bringing this exceptional classic to the modern stage.

In brief, the 2017 season of plays contains a mixture of novelties,
rarities and coincidences which will add to the flavour of the
whole event. I hope you will see as many plays as you can and
that you’ll enjoy them all.
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From Iona Godbold

I received a bursary from FESPA in 2011 to help
fund my course at the circus school, Circomedia!
Since then my partner Chris Lawrence and I
performed at the FESPA celebration evening in
2012 before leaving to head to the Netherlands
to further our acrobatics training.
Firstly I would like to say again how grateful I am
that I was chosen for a bursary as it has certainly
contributed to the completion of my acrobatics
and circus course! But also since performing at
the celebration evening, we have maintained a
strong friendship with one of the other
performers from the night, Emile Burgoyne,
and we were able to make a video with him. We
would love it if you have the time to take a look
and tell us what you think! You can view the
video here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdSpETF4

WUA&t=36s

Iona and Chris:
Acrobatics at Framlingham Castle

Our graduation performance at ACaPA in The
Netherlands took place on the 6th & 7th April. It
was a cabaret style evening where each of the
final year students performed their personal
projects to a Jury panel as well as friends, family
and guests. The performance went very well.
Here is a link to a shortened video of the act we
presented:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNGtA1CS
oSM

We wanted FESPA to know that your help had
not been forgotten! We have several video's that
may be of interest showing our progression over
the last four years that you may enjoy. Here is
a link to our general showreel:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kNpnmE
C9nM

Penelope Carter
2012 Bursary winner, Penelope, will be
returning to Southwold in June to entertain
us during this year’s Southwold Arts Festival.

Once again, the Festival will be holding Young
Musician’s Showcases each lunchtime in St.
Edmund’s Hall.  Oboist, Penelope, takes the
stage on Friday 30th June. We wish her well.

More Southwold Arts Festival news is on
page 8.

“It's a real leveller, you know, to do theatre at least once every two years.”

If you, or others you know, hope to attend a

recognised performing arts course in the autumn

and need financial support, please email

David Bunkell ( )

for an application pack

The absolute closing date for applications is

midnight on

Friends’  2017 DIARY ESSENTIALS
Friday
9th June

Aldeburgh Festival opens

Saturday
24th June

Southwold Arts Festival opens

Sunday
25th June

Aldeburgh Festival closes

Friday
30th June

Friends’ pre-Season Evening
at ‘Woodleys’ on Southwold Common

Saturday
1st July

Southwold Arts Festival closes

Wednesday
5th July

Southwold Theatre Season opens with
Communicating Doors

Thursday
20th July

Aldeburgh Theatre Season opens with
Communicating Doors

Sunday
23rd July

FESPA Theatre Fête
Godell Pavilion, Southwold Common

Saturday
26th August

Last night in Aldeburgh - The Man Upstairs

Saturday
9th September

Last night in Southwold – The Man Upstairs

 worth £200

 -
either Southwold or Aldeburgh

plus many other generous gifts from local businesses

 and  have been beavering
away and are assembling an impressive assortment of prizes

for this year’s Draw.

At the time of going to press, they include:

The winning tickets will be drawn during the Theatre Fête on
Southwold Common at around 4.15 p.m. on

Please send back the completed stubs with your cheque (not
cash!) to Pat’s address on the ticket.  There is no need to return

any unsold tickets.  Tickets will also be on sale at the Fête.

Pat Hollingsworth may be contacted on 01502 724120

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdSpETF4WUA&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdSpETF4WUA&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNGtA1CSoSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNGtA1CSoSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kNpnmEC9nM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kNpnmEC9nM
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July is now fast approaching and it’s time to turn our attentions to this year’s

Sunday 23rd July
The William Godell Sports Pavilion, Southwold Common

From 12.00 noon
As many of you will know, FESPA’s annual Theatre Fête
is the highlight of our fund-raising year.  These funds help
the charity to continue its valuable financial contributions
not only to the Summer Theatre that we love so much
but also to our Bursary scheme supporting our local
performers of the future.  Last summer, the weather was
at last kind to us and, together with the Grand Draw, we
raised nearly £5,000.
Our aim is, of course, to do just as well – if not better –
this year and that’s where you come in: volunteer help
from the FESPA membership is vital to the overall
success of the event so please consider helping in any
way you can  – either before or during the event or both.
As Sidi mentioned in the last News, we’ve decided it’s
time to ring a few changes this year to help keep the
event fresh with the aim to focus on making it a more
sociable occasion.  But, fear not, all your favourite

attractions will still be there to entice you and all our
visitors. Please also encourage all your friends and
neighbours to come along to Southwold Common and
spend as much as they can.
The one thing every Friend can do to contribute is to sell
all the raffle tickets that accompany the printed
distribution of this issue; and when you’ve sold those,
there’s always more available, so just keep on selling.
Donations of prizes or saleable items are always
welcome.  So please have a rummage through your attic,
your bookcase, your stash of items waiting to be disposed
of or your overflowing cellar or drinks cupboard. Then
either contact the appropriate stall holder below to
arrange handover or bring along your donations to the
event itself as early as you can on the day.
We hope as many of you as possible will come along and
help to make it a day to remember.

✵ If you are able to display a poster, please do so and
encourage your friends and neighbours to do likewise.
Please contact Barry Tolfree on 01502 722582

✵ The fête opens at 12.00 noon
✵ You can start setting up your stalls from 10.00 a.m.
✵ Stall-holders and helpers can park for free in the small car

park on the right-hand-side of the Pavilion
✵ Visitors can park in the designated area on the Common.

The fee is £3.00 and the proceeds are divided equally
between FESPA funds and the Southwold Common Trust

✵ If you need guidance, the SatNav postcode is IP18 6TP
✵ Please aim to sell all the raffle tickets sent to you - even

if it means buying them yourself - and return the stubs
and cheque (not cash!) to Pat Hollingsworth in good time

BOOKS

BOTTLES
In-date alcoholic and soft drinks for the bottle tombola. Please try
to get the bottles to us before the day to allow time for ticketing.

BRIC-A-BRAC – Curios, crafts, collectables and vintage household
goods

FASHION ACCESSORIES, JEWELLERY, NEARLY NEW OR VINTAGE
FASHION – for our ‘New-to-You’ stall

SPIRITS – for our ‘Hi-Spirit’ bottle draws called at intervals
throughout the afternoon

FRAMED PICTURES, PRINTS, PHOTOS, ARTWORKS – Something
you’ve created or something totally off the wall—or both!

DVDs, CDs and Vinyls

UNWANTED AND UNUSED GIFTS – as prizes for our tombola
stall.  Must be in as-new condition and available in advance to allow
time for ticketing

, who is running the Bottle Stall, wishes to thank all friends, new and old, for all their generous donations.
Any new members who would like to bake a cake or get involved, please let Ben know on the number above.

mailto:w.m.gibbs@outlook.com
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Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, Best Book in 1995 and also a morning
talk by writer Lucy Hughes-Hallett, Costa Biography Award winner.
Throughout the week will be the ‘Young Musician Showcases’ with
Benjamin Hewat-Craw; Emma Rushworth, James Seabrook, Laura
Davies and Penelope Carter. These performances are always hugely
popular and showcase some of the most talented young musicians of
their generation.
There will be folk music from O’Hooley and Tidow; comedy from
Charlie Haylock and jazz from the magnificent Ronnie Scott Allstars.
Friday will welcome the return of historian and broadcaster Lucy
Worsley who will be talking about the life of Jane Austen and the finale
concert on Saturday 1st
July will feature, former
Manfred Mann front man
Mike d’Abo with his
Mighty Quintet.
Several of the morning and
afternoon talks will be
provided by familiar names
in Southwold including:
Brian Haward, Michael
Rowan Robinson,
Bernard Segrave-Daly
and FESPA’s own Sidi
Scott!
The full programme of
events is available on the festival website. Early booking is recommended,
as many of the events are already selling quickly. Tickets are available
from the Box Office on 01502-722572 or online at the Festival website:
http://www.southwoldartsfestival.co.uk.

The annual ‘Southwold Arts Festival’ is now
only weeks away and there will be much to
interest the readers of FESPA News!   The
festival will be opened on Saturday 24th June
by its patron Emma Freud, followed by a
magnificent street parade with stalls, bands
and entertainers.
The opening evening will feature the award
winning West End show ‘The Simon and
Garfunkel Story’, followed on Sunday, by a
visit from the ever popular gardener from the BBC One Show,
Christine Walkden, providing a fascinating talk about her career

working as a gardener and a
television broadcaster. Of
special interest will be an
evening with Benedict
Nightingale, who will be
taking us behind the scenes
into his fascinating world as
an international theatre
critic; a visit from bestselling
author Louis de Bernières,
whose novel Captain Corelli’s
Mandolin won the

Once again, Bettina Daniels has very kindly offered to let us
gather in her wonderful garden on Southwold Common -
‘Woodleys’ - for our annual pre-season social.

This is always a wonderful way to kick off the Summer
Theatre season and a unique opportunity to welcome and
meet members of this year’s acting company and production
team.

As always, all we ask is that you bring along a plate of finger
food which is pre-prepared and self-contained.

‘Woodleys’ is easy to find - just head down Woodley’s Yard
which is the passageway from the High Street between
Barclay’s Bank and the United Reformed Church, then walk
to the end and through the turnstile onto Southwold
Common.  ‘Woodleys’ is immediately on your right and will
be denoted by suitable decoration and signage.

If you’re joining us by car, the Gardner Road Car Park is free.

Sat Nav postcode is IP18 6HR.
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The local perspective

http://www.southwoldartsfestival.co.uk

